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n inte’ THE MOST URGENT PROBLEM: ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AUSTRIA MAKES STRIDES 

‘ial wil Industry reports for 1958 show that last year industrial JN ATOMIC ENERGY ENGINEERING 

&S beaf production rose by only 3%, while Austrian incomes still Following several years of preparatory work, Austrian 

xploitef tose by 6%. 


Aside from the effects of the American recession, the 
reason for the slowed-down growth of industrial production 


industry is nearing a position which will enable it to keep 
in step with international developments in atomic energy 
engineering. In some branches of this field, the results so 


must be sought in the fact that the failure to bring about 


far achieved put Austria on the map as an exporter. Due to 
Stle @ European economic integration has resulted in moments of 


specific properties contained in Austrian iron ore, several 


* know} uncertainty which have influenced Austrian exports to na- Austrian firms, especially VOeEST (United Austrian Steel), 
+ boat! tions which are members of the European Economic Commun- Boehler Steel Works and Schoeller-Bleckmann, have been 
ho ity, especially in the acount half of ten With an export able to develop steels with a maximum cobalt content of 
“es & value of 23.9 billion schillings, Austrian exports fell6% (003 to .005%. Minimum amounts of cobalt in steel are of 


behind 1957 results. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. 


extreme importance in the construction use for atomic re- 
Ed.) Export participation in domestic industrial production actors. The best American steels still exceed the maximum 


decreased from 33% in 1957 to 30% in 1958. If in spite of permissible cobalt content by about 20 times. The Boheler 
export losses there was an increase in Austrian industrial concern has developed a high boron content steel alloy with 
production, this is primarily due to the continuing domestic superior qualities of neutron absorption. The Schoeller- 
consumption boom which in large measure is the result of Bjeckmann firm has received orders for low cobalt content 
economic measures taken by the Austrian government in its steels from the French atomic energy center at Saclay, and 
budgetary policies. for German reactors. Another Austrian firm is able to supply 

Since the first practical measures of the European Cur- ead of almost 100% purity for the Austrian research reactor 
tency Agreement, namely the lowering of tariffs by 10% at Seibersdorf. This product has attracted international atten- 
among the ‘‘Six’’ and a certain stocking of still existing tion. The Plansee Metal Works in Reutte, Tyrol, whose 
import contingents, became effective only at the beginning inter metals are exported to all parts of the world, now 


of this year, discrimination against the ‘‘Non-Six’’ states produces sintered uranium which is being shipped to Swedish 
has not yet had a very noticeable effect. But, the industry reactors, among others. The Plansee firm also produces 


teports point out, this question should by no means be under- radiation-proof containers and vessels. It has developed a 
estimated. One reason to take it most seriously, the reports heavy concrete on a basis of barite for the Seibersdorf 
say, is that business and industry — subject to changes as reactor 


they are — must often make plans whose effects cover a num- A leading Viennese optical firm has developed a special 
ber of years. Even now, they must consider the second 10% microscope for the observation of radioactive substances, 
lowering in tariffs among the EC nations which becomes the first of its type. The instrument has already been ordered 
effective July 1, 1960. y by France. Austrian engineering firms, including the Sim- 

The disadvantages to Austrian industry from the current mering Graz-Pauker Corporation, produce about 80% of the 


Sees mates 6s sega inhegratsen eee Sen ey parts for the Seibersdorf reactor. They work as subcontractors 
day. The problem of integration, the failure of which cer- , 
of a U.S. engineering firm. 


tainly cannot be laid to Austria’s position, will thus retain 











its place as the top-ranking economic problem, THE SEIBERSDORF ATOMIC CENTER: 
VIENNA GROWS AGAIN A DREAM BECOMES REALITY 
> On September 1, 1954, when the law delineating Vien- Austria, secluded from modern nuclear science in the 


la’s borders became effective, the Austrian capital had aftermath of World War II, is now catching up rapidly with its 
1,607,101 inhabitants (906,888 females, 700,213 males). need to play a part in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
On March 31, 1959 its population had risen by 45,326 to The time-table for the first great stride forward has been 
1,652,427 (919,595 females, 732,832 males). set. It is no longer just a blueprint, a dream; the blueprint 
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changes day by day into construction, into laboratories: into annual reports and take up several financial and administ, AU 
reality. tive questions. 

The scene is Seibersdorf, Lower Austria, where Austria’s 1960 is intended to become a year of ‘‘consolidation,} Au 
first research reactor is now under construction. The walls are 1959 was marked by a great expansion in the structure ter 
going up. The visitor can already see the division ofthe activities of the agency. The organization’s activities not 


building complex. On one side the ‘‘cold’’ part, which never 
has contact with the ‘‘hot’’ part where radioactive substances 
are handled. Then, the outlines of the administrative buildings, 
the magazines, the power station, the staff houses can already 
be discerned. And by using a little imagination, the visitor 
can see what soon will be the many necessary laboratories, 
the institute for electronics and physics, the technological, 
metallurgical and chemical laboratories. 

The time-table is being observed meticulously so far. 
The building progresses apace. The storehouses are ready 
to receive equipment, and within the next few days, the real 
work will begin — installing the atomic reactor, part by part. 
In fall, all the laboratories will start to work, preparing for 
the great day. That day is set: March 15, 1960. It is the day 
on which the reactor will become ‘‘critical’’ —on which it will 
actually start to function. 

The Seibersdorf plant is located on a 250-acre tract of 
land which was turned over to the project in July, 1958. Three 
months later, the first workers arrived to get the project 
rolling. 

Its work will be manifold: The electronics institute will 
be in charge of all the fine instruments needed to measure 
radioactive substances. The physics lab will work on practi- 
cal and theoretical problems in connection with definite 
needs. There, too, the isotopes will be isolated for subse- 
quent use in industry and for research. The chemists will 
make these radioactive isotopes for which the demand — by 
medicine, biology, agriculture and industry — is so great. 

Measures to protect the health of the people working at 
the installation have already been taken. All known safety 
controls have been blueprinted and will be installed long 
before the reactor gets downto work. 

But March 15, 1960 will not see the end of the con- 
struction program. Expansion work will probably go on forever. 
One of the first buildings to go up after the target date is the 
great research laboratory which will be put up by the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency. 

In the village of Seibersdorf itself, plans are under way 
for the erection of staff residences, guest houses and a hotel 
to house all the personnel and the visiting scientists. 


1960: YEAR OF IAEA CONSOLIDATION 

The Board of Govemors of the International Atomic 
Energy opened its summer session in the ‘Vienna Hofburg on 
June 16. The agenda included the following items: Proposals 
for the work program and budget for 1960; measures for the 
holding a general conference in September; applications for 
technical assistance by Indonesia, Thailand and the United 
Arab Republic; and the director general’s proposals for a sys- 
tem of security measures. The board will also consider ap- 
portionment of a number of research grants, discuss several 












to be further developed along directives to be laid down » 
the basis of the various proposals and services availa}; 
from member states. 


70th VIENNA FAIR 

The next Vienna Fall Fair, which will mark the 
annual event, will again feature representative exhibits 
Europe and overseas. The following nations have regis 
to date: Federal Republic of Germany, East Germany, Gr 
Hong Kong, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland, 
mania, Hungary and the People’s Republic of China. Gree 
and Hong Kong will exhibit their most important exports 
the first time. The special interest taken in the Vienna 
by Far Eastern nations is shown by the fact that bes 
Hong Kong, the People’s Republic of China will particip 
to the extent of 1,000 square meters (1,196 square yards) 


floor space. tio 
nov 
AUSTRIAN LABOR A MAJOR PUBLISHER pai 


The Austrian Federation of Trade Unions uses roughly 
2,900 tons of lumber every year for its publication pmgan, 
recent Federation statistics show. For the 41 periodically 
published trade union papers and magazines which have; 
total circulation of 60 million copies, 1,613 tons of new. 
print for rotary presses and 149 tons of slick paper for 7 a ( 
bed presses are needed. Altogether, this amounts to 1} 
carloads of paper. According to the experts, 2,992 tons ¢ 
lumber are consumed in making that much paper. Since 1945, 
the Federation has consumed about 1,500 carloads of print 
ing paper. 


INDUSTRIAL EXPORT QUOTA HIGH 

Although last year exports by Austrian industry d 
clined 5% because of the international recession (it hat 
risen 16% in 1957), and although domestic consumptio tho 
climbed 7% (2% in 1957), the share of export in industrial / 
production was still very high and was considerably above 
the international average. ft 

The highest export quota was again reached by fe 
steel-producing industry which has been greatly expanded 
in the postwar period, aided by government assistance aml 
funds from the European Recovery Program. Although tt 
export decline took early effect in raw materials and semi: 
finished goods and only by and by effected finished gooés 
later in 1958, steel production still exported 54% of it 
production during last year. , 

The paper industry was second with 40% exports d 
total production, followed by the mining and magnesite it 
dustries with 38%, the machinery industry with 28%, fit 
iron and metal goods industry with 26%, the textile industy 
with 25%, the electric industry with 24%, the metal-produciné 
industry with 24%, the vehicle industry with 22% and fe 
chemical industry with 18%. 
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AUSTRIA REJECTS CZECH PROTEST 

On June 7, the chief of the political section of the 
austrian Foreign Office handed to the Czechoslovak minis- 
ter in Vienna the reply of the Austrian Government to the 
note of the Czechoslovak Government of May 20, 1959, which 





pay in Vienna; we quote from the Austrian statement: 

‘*The (Czechoslovak) Ministry of Foreign Affairs re- 
fers to a note of April 16, 1959, directed to the (Austrian) 
Foreign Office by the Czechoslovak Legation in Vienna, 
in which the Government of the Czechoslovak Republic had 
} potested against the imminent holding of the Sudeten Ger- 
man Day 1959 in Vienna, alleging that the event would be a 
hostile, vengeful manifestation directed at Czechoslovakia. 
In its present note, (Czechoslovakia) comes to the conclu- 
sion that the course of the event clearly showed this to 


tion of the State Treaty, particularly Articles 4,5 and 9, 
and was in contradiction to Austria’s neutrality. 

‘Repeatedly, the Austrian Government has factually 
am clearly stated its point of view to the above accusa- 
tions, which have found their expression for some weeks 
now not only in diplomatic notes but also in a press cam- 
paign directed against Austria. In an official communique 
published after a session of the (Austrian) Cabinet of April 
21, 1959, (the Austrian Government) pointed out particularly 
that the event was merely a reunion of a distinct ethnic 
goup with a common cultural background — the Sudeten Ger- 
mans; there is no basis in fact for considering such an event 
a demonstration against Czechoslovakia that might violate 
Austria’s neutrality. 

‘The Austrian Federal Government cannot but repeat, 
and underscore, this point of view, and firmly reject the 
allegations (contained in the latest Czechoslovak note).... 
yore than anything else, it was the peaceful and orderly 
course of the event that has amply justified the Austrian 
Government’s contention that the misgivings which had been 
repeatedly voiced in Czechoslovakia were groundless. 
*(Austria) believes that neither the manner of the Cze- 
}hhoslovak note nor the evidence presented therein would 
warrant further discussion, were it not for the fact that (the 
note) also contained attacks against individual members 
the Austrian Cabinet.’’ (The Czechoslovak note stated 
hat “‘the Austrian Government has not remained aloof from 
his manifestation,’’ but, ‘‘on the contrary, identified itself 
th its political goals by its active participation,’’ and, 
prove its point, went on to cite the names of seven Aus- 
tian Cabinet members. Editor. ) 

“In reply, the (Austrian) Foreign Office declares that 
3 0fthe seven Austrian Cabinet members mentioned, four were 
tot even in Vienna when the Sudeten German Day was held; 
heir “active participation,’? as charged in the Czechos- 
lovak note, was — for that if for no other reason — quite 
} impossible.’’ 

“....the Austrian authorities took every possbile pre- 
caution that such an event would not be misused for hostile 
actions against a neighboring country. In this connection, 
} it should again be pointed out that neutral Austria neither 
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could nor would tolerate such actions. 

‘*The Austrian Federal Government thus must declare 
that it is not the Austrian Federal Government, as claimed 
in the Czechoslovak note, but solely and alone the Govermn- 
ment of the Czechoslovak Republic which — through tenden- 
cious distortion of facts, through interference in internal 
Austrian affairs — has taken upon itself the responsibility 
for the current tensions in the relations between the two 
neighboring countries.”’ 

GROWING INTEREST IN MUTUAL FUNDS 

Selecta, the first Austrian mutual funds organization, 
was started in December, 1956 by the Austrian Investment 
Corporation. This mutual fund society handles two West 
German stocks, two Swiss and two Dutch stocks, one British 
stock, one Canadian stock, one U.S. stock and 18 Austrian 
stocks. With the establishment of Selecta, the mutual funds 
system, which is so popular in Switzerland and in the United 
States, was introduced to Austria where it has since suc- 
ceeded in popularlzing investment saving. 

During the second half of 1958, foreign interest in the 
purchase of Austrian shares grew materially. This interest 
is now also shown by foreign mutual funds. Thus, in Switzer- 
land the EURIT investment trust for European shares was 
established. Its investment schedule lists 10 Austrian stocks 
besides Belgian, Luxembourg, Danish, West German, French, 
British, Italian, Dutch, Norwegian and Swedish shares. Also 
in Switzerland, an investment fund called Europachemie was 
recently started for investment savings through Furopean 
securities. Its schedule lists some Austrian chemical stocks 
besides similar stocks of Swiss, West German, English, 
Dutch, French, Belgian and Italian origin. According to latest 
reports, plans are under way in West Germany to start an 
investment fund for Austrian values. 

The interest in investment saving is constantly growing 
in Austria. This type of saving makes it possible for tens of 
thousands to become co-owners in stocks of 20 and more 
corporations embraced in one mutual fund; the fund is managed 
for the accounts of all the co-owners by an investment firm 
at a nominal fee. No investment fund may, as a rule, purchase 
more than 5% and 7.5% of most of the basic stock capital of 
any one corporation. 


INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENTS BOOST PRODUCTIVITY 
Production of Austrian industry rose by 3% in 1958. 
productivity by 4%. Thus industry as a whole continued to 
work efficiently even though the increase of productivity was 
perforce not as great as in some earlier years. The highest 
increase, of 10%, took placdin 1954. In 1955, it amounted to 
94%, in 1956 to 1%, and in 1957 to 5%. How much the in- 
crease of productivity depends on machinery investments is 
clearly shown by the great rise in such investments. The 
Austrian economy almost doubled investments for these pur- 
poses in the last five years. A large part of them went to 
industry. In 1958 again, a little more than the year before 
was invested in machinery and other movable installations. 
This strong investment trend is aimed, in part, at the fu- 
ture greater European market. . 
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TOURING EXHIBIT TO PROMOTE ELECTRIC ECONOMY 

Recently, an exhibition called ‘‘Austria’s Zlectric Power 
Economy’’ was opened in Vienna for the purpose of awakening 
the interest of the domestic consumer to the importance of 
the power economy. 

Consumption of electric energy has risen between 1948 
and 1958 from 4.5 billion kilowatt hours to 12 billion kilowatt 
hours. This is an increase of 170%. It is expected that electric 
current consumption will continue to rise in the future, though 
at a less rapid pace. The public share in current consumption 
has risen during the same time from around 75% to 78%. In 
1948, the investment value in electricity amounted to some- 
what more than one billion schillings compared with 32 billion 
in 1958. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 

After three weeks in Vienna, the exhibit will tour all the 
Laender capitals. 


INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY WELL UTILIZED 

In spite of the world market recession, Austrian industry 
continued last year to make good use of itscapacities. This 
was chiefly due to the continuing domestic boom, which 
made up some of the losses sustained in the export trade, 
as well as to the efforts of industry to keep employment 
high as long as possible. In December, 1958, 23.1% of all 
industrial plants still worked at 100% of capacity. Another 
23.2% worked at 76 to 99% of capacity while 25.3% worked 
at 51 to 75% of capacity. 20.6% used between 26 and 50% of 
capacity, and 7.8% used less than 25%. 


MORE GLASS 

The trend of increasing production in the Austrian glass 
industry set last year continued through the first quarter of 
1959. Production of optical glass increased by 10% compared 
with the first quarter of 1958 and reached a total of about 
1,000 tons. Sheet glass production was up 2% to about 
1,430,000 square meters. (One sjuare meter equals roughly 
10 square feet. Ed.) The output of hollow glass, with a pro- 
duction of about 13,000 tons, remained almost unchanged. 

Austrian exports of glassware during the first three 
months of 1959 were 10% less by weight (792 tons) than 
during the same period of 1958 but grossed almost 80% more 
(130 million schillings; about 26 schillings equal one dollar. 
Ed.) The reason for this trend in export values is mainly 
due to the fact that during the first half of 1958, exports of 
glass ornaments were relatively low but increased materially 
during the second half. 

Development in the glass industry last year was gener- 
ally very satisfactory though different in the various branches 
The value of the production in 1958, amounting to 957 mil- 
lion schillings, was 5.5% higher than in 1957; by volume, it 
increased 4.3% to 96,000 tons. Total exports rose from 465 
million schillings in 1957 to 546 million in 1958 and thus 
passed the mark set in 1956 (503 million). 

Glass imports increased by 10% over 1957 and reached 


129 million schillings. The labor force remained stable 
during 1958 (at 10,000). 


— 


1,5 MILLION TONS OF LD-STEEL FROM LINZ 

Three hundred expert delegates, including leaders 
the Austrian steel industry, scientists and technicians 
recently attended a techno-scientific seminar in Leobep, 
Styria, at which a spokesman of VOeEST (United Austrian 
Steel Corp.) discussed the development of his concern, which 
now musters a labor force of some 25,000, and gave a reviey 
of the reconstruction and expansion of United Austrian Stee} 
since 1945. He said the development had gone through three 
phases, the first of which lasted until 1950 and encompassej 
the reconstruction of the plants, destroyed during the war, 
Following approval of the Austrian Iron and Steel Plan, the 
next phase — getting production into high gear — was suc. 
cessfully started; the third phase served the expansion of 
crude steel capacity to 1,2 million tons as well as the eg. 
pansion of rolling mill installations. This phase was con- 
pleted in the middle of 1958. 

As other European steel producers, VOeEST must now 
meet the problem of achieving a certain quantitative orde; 
in its production capacity which should lead to a lowering 
in production costs through full exploitation of the most 
modern methods of technology. These considerations, he 
said, led to the decision to constmct a second LD-steed 
plant in Linz which will become operative within the next 
few weeks. (LD stands for the blower-converter or basic 
oxygen method of producing steel, frequently licensed abroad, 
which is named after Linz and Donawitz, Austria’s sted 
centers.) The new plant has an initial capacity of 1,5 million 
tons yearly and expansion possibilities for another 300,000 
or 400,000 tons of crude steel. 

The spokesman reported that VOeEST has also decided 
to double the capacity of its cold steel rolling mill. Asa 
single enterprise, VOeEST' will rank among the large Eun- 
pean steel producers. 


MORE EFFICIENCY IN OIL PRODUCTION 

The ceiling of 2,4 million tons imposed upon the oil 
production of the Austrian Petroleum Administration for 
1959 makes it possible for the enterprise to rest the oil 
wells and to render production more economical, a recent 
review shows. When oil wells are tapped, water and natu 
gas-s frequently seep in and become admixed to the cmée 
oil resulting in a considerable loss of effort, because to 
much gas and water is pumped up with the oil. In order to 
seal off the water and gas and to mise the output of pur 
oil, a so-called special treatment of the wells is necessayy. 
Previously, this treatment had to be given while the wells 
produced; under the new plan, enough time will be granted 
make the treatment effective. It is started in those wells 
which promise highest production. In comparison with other 
years, a considerable increase in production has been gained 
where the special treatment was given under the outlined 
circumstances. While in 1957, the treatment against os 
infiltration was successful only at 26%, the ratio increased 
to 40% in 1958, and to 50% in the first quarter of 1959. The 
figures for treatment against water infiltration were 38% i 
1958, and 44.4% in the first quarter of 1959. 
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powER PRODUCTION EXPANDING 


The Austrian power economy has worked out a five-year 
expansion program which would increase electric current 
goduction by about 5,4 billion kilowatt hours by the end of 
1963. The gain would be about 50% of current production. 
within the next 10 years, Austrian current consumption is 
expected to be twice the present amount. The old investment 
b shedule of the power economy provided about eight billion 
shillings (about 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.), of 
which 1,7 billion were needed for current needs and two 
| pillion schillings to liquidate earlier obligations. Thus, a 
surplus of 4,3 billion schillings remains for the new program 
io which 2,078,000,000 will be added from the following 
sources: 300 million schillings from the West German loan for 
ghaerding; 650 million schillings from a World Bank credit 
fo Aschach; 578 million schillings from a West Berlin bank 
jan; 300 million schillings from an Austrian Government 
wand emission in the United States; 150 million schillings 
fom partnership credits for the power station Dorfertal-Huben; 
md 100 million schillings from a savings bank loan. Alto- 
gether, the power economy will have close to 6,378,000,000 
schillings at its disposal. 


NEW BITUMEN PLANT IN SCHWECHAT - 

FULLY AUTOMATIC 

The Austrian Petroleum Administration is currently 
putting the final touches on the construction work of the 
 hitumen plant at the Schwechat Refinery, a few miles South 
of Vienna. Full production will start during the final days 
¢ June. With its open air tanks, vacuum destillers and 
ther apparatus, the plant is a highly modern construction 
which was put up in six months by 36 firms, most of them 
fustrian. Its full daily capacity will be the processing of 
0 tons of naphthabase top residue of Lower Austrian 
mde oil into about 150 tons of soft bitumen, or somewhat 
less hard bitumen. The residue then will be processed into 
fel oil and lubricating grease. The plant with about 270 
wrking days a year and a total capacity of about 40,000 
ns of bitumen is fully automatic. Only four workers are 
weded per shift. Since the plant will be operated in four 
hifts and since some personnel is necessary to move the 
fnished material away, the entire plant needs a total work 
bree of only 23. The plant is expected to produce about 
% of all the bitumen needed in Austria. 

Blueprints are ready for further expansion of the plant, 
thich to date has cost 16,5 million schillings. (About 26 
_ |Mhillings equal one dollar. Ed.) Installation of equipment 
make special bitumens is also planned. 

Meanwhile, rough construction on a new fat-processing 
lant of the Mobil Oil-Austria corporation has been com- 
leted on land belonging to the Kagran Refinery (north of 
Vienna). The new plant is expected to become operative 
ext fall. It will process Austrian crude oil into a number 
high-quality products. 
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INNSBRUCK PREPARES FOR 1964 WINTER OLYMPICS 

With a fund of 120 million schillings at its disposal, the 
Tyrolean city of Innsbruck has started plans for the holding 
of the 1964 Winter Olympics. 

The city has now set up a schedule of sites for the 
various contests which, among others, include skiing, ice 
skating, ice hockey, bob sleighing, the winter biathlon, 
curling and ice shooting. 


The long run for all contests is located in the south- 
eastern mountains, 850 to 1,050 meters above sea level. The 
winter biathlon is in the southwestern mountains, 800 to 
1,000 meters above sea level. The men’s start is to take 
place in the Patscherkofel area at 1,950 meters above sea 
level with the goal at 1,050 meters, a drop of 1,000 meters. 
Distance: 3.4 kilometers.The women’s start will be in the 
Mutteralm area at 1,610 meters with the goal at 950 meters, 
a drop of 660 meters. Distance: 2.6 kilometers. Giant slalom 
for men in the Patscherkofel area: start 1,650 meters, goal 
1,060 meters, drop 600 meters. Giant slalom for women in the 
Mutteralm area: start 1,250 meters, goal 950 meters, drop 
300 meters. Men’s and women’s slalom in the Mutteralm area, 
Special jump run and combination jump run: Serg-Isel ski 


jump, critical point 72 meters, take-off 36 degrees, jump 
38 degrees. 


An indoor skating rink for skating contests in the Fair 
Building with room for 5,000 visitors is already extant as 
well as three natural skating rinks for training purposes. 


The following projects are in the planning stage with 
construction to start in the immediate future: an ice stadium 
with one covered and one open run and rink in the Tivoli area 
with space for 16,000 spectators; a bobsleigh run in Igls 
with a start at 1,130 meters, goal at 980 meters, distance of 
1,350 meters and average drop of 11%. 


Creation of an Olympic Village has also been provided 
in the form of a residential project. It will rise near the 
Innsbruck city lines and have excellent communications to all 
contest sites. 


Weather observations taken continuously since 1906 
show that Innsbruck will be an ideal site for the Winter Olym- 
pics which will take place from January 17 to 26, 1964. 


AUSTRIA BUILDS ITS LARGEST OCEAN-GOING VESSEL 

The largest ocean-going vessel ever built in an Austrian 
shipyard was launched a few weeks ago in the yards of the 
First Danube Steamship Company in Korneuburg. The ship 
was blessed by the Greek-Orthodox Bishop in Vienna, 
Tsitas; the wife of the Greek owner, Arcoulis, christened it 
the Evangelistra IV. The ship is a trawler of 1,300 gross 
register tons, 73 meters long,-11 meters wide and 7% meters 
high. (One meter equals 3% feet. Ed.) It is intended for 
fishing along the African West coast and in the North At- 
lantic. Because foreign principals have shown increasing 
interest in Austrian-built ships, the Korneuburg yards intend 
to create special boats for commercial deep sea fishing. 
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AUSTRIAN RAILROADS 
CARRIED 157 MILLION PASSENGERS 

In its report for 1958, the Austrian Federal Railway 
System announced that for the first time in its existence, 
it has carried more than 150 million passengers in any one 
year. The number of passengers rose from 149,513,288 in 
1957 to 157,422,000 in 1958. 

The report also showed that receipts from passenger 
and baggage traffic rose by 48,3 million schillings to 
1,079,200,006 schillings. (About 26 schillings equal one 
dollar. Ed.) Miscellaneous receipts rose by 83,5 million 
schillings to 518,300,000 schillings. But receipts from freight 
service dropped by 380,600,000 to 3,273,600,000 schillings 
in 1958. Thus total receipts amounted to 4,871,100,000 
schillings as against 5,124;900,000 schillings in 1957. 1958 
expenditures amounted to 6,982,500,000 schillings, resulting 
in a deficit increase of 455,500,000 schillings to 2,111,400,000 
schillings. 

New investments during 1958 amounted to 748,500,000 
schillings. Of this sum, 393,800,000 schillings went to the 
electrification program. The rest was used for the new Vienna 
rapid transit line, and construction work on the Vienna 
Southern Terminal and for other stations. 


FREIGHT TRAFFIC NOTES 

In 1958, goods weighing 21,4 million tons passed the 
Austrian frontiers. Of this total, 10,8 million tons were im- 
ports, 6,2 million tons exports and 4;3 million tons goods in 
in transit. About three fourth of all these goods, or 16,1 
million tons, were shipped by rail, 17% or 3,6 million tons by 
water and 8% or 1,7 million tons by road. As a whole, goods 
shipments decreased by 2,2 million tons or nearly 10%, com- 
pared with 1957. Rail shipments decreased by 14%, water 
shipments by 3%. Road transports, however, increased by 
38%. Import shipments favored transport by water (2,270,000 
tons), exports used the roads to a larger degree (1,960,000 
tons). Transit goods came and went generally by rail. 


TOURIST TRAFFIC STILL INCREASING 

The Austrian Chamber of Commerce reported recently 
that in the heaviest month of the winter season — February — 
the number of overnight registrations in hotels, inns and 
other places reached 1,719,231. This was 213,000 or 14% 
more than in February, 1958. Domestic tourists accounted for 
13% and foreign tourists for 15%. Foreign currency receipts 
from tourist traffic amounted to 274,9 million schillings, or 
23,4 million schillings more than in February, 1958. (About 
26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 


819,590 MOTOR VEHICLES; CARS UP 20% IN INE YEAR 

According to the latest official information, 819,590 
motor vehicles, exclusive of motor-driven bicycles, bicycles 
with auxiliary motors and trailers, were in operation in Aus- 
tria in April. This is a rise of 10% over April of last year. 
The largest increase took place in pass2nger cars which rose 
by 22% to 410,698. Prime movers and tractors were up 15% 
to 106,306; trucks up 5% to 69,134; special motor vehicles 
up 33% to 9,227; and buses up 4% to 4,617. 
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SUCCESSFUL TOURIST PROMOTION 
The Austrian Tourist Promotion Agency recently he 
its annual meeting at which the managing director reporta§ KAR 
on the successful development of tourism in Austria. NEW 
During 1958, foreign tourist traffic accounted for foreig 
currency receipts of more than 4.3 billion schillings, a neyf artis 
record. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) Ty} now 
spokesman said that this success was not least the regy;) in 1 
of Austrian tourist promotion. Money spent for this prom§ with 
tion in 1958, he reported, amounted to 13,8 million schj.§ hat 
lings. It was, he said, relatively little compared to why} stor 
other nations spent for the same purpose. hear: 
He then said that although some experts had predicte} 4 lin 
a lessening of tourist traffic in Europe generally for 194} § 
and even prophesied stagnation of the industry, such ,| im 
development had not taken place. mde 
He warned, however, that in its own publicity and pj V4 
motion, Austria should not forget that other nations won ler : 
also increase their efforts to garner foreign tourist traffic } Kara 
He said that Austria’s own promotion measures had bem gos: 
expanded and brought in line with international standards | trou 
Graphic posters, color photo posters, mailers and br § dtiz 
chures, he said, really helped ‘‘sell’’ Austria. Foreign ip] of be 
terest in Austria had also been awakened last year by 6% | 
advertisements in 146 foreign newspapers and periodicals} 0 0 
Motion picture promotion, recordings of all types and exhi-| insu! 
bits also had served well in the competition for tourists, )curre 
During 1958, he said, nearly 10,000 pounds of promotional} Fa 
material were distributed at 13 international trade fairs } ave! 
The introduction, finally, of a common tourist currency in} "is! 
the European Currency states — the ‘‘Eurotour-Check” -| uker 
was of great importance to Austria, he said. 


50,000 MORE APARTMENTS 
The Austrian Central Statistical Office reported recently 
that during 1958 building permits for 56,274 residential 
apartments were granted throughout Austria. Inasmuch as anti 
more than 50,000 apartments were completed during that year, 
16,000 more apartments were finished in 1958 than in 1957 
when total apartment construction reached the figure of 
34,552. The city of Vienna accounts for 23% of the total 
(in 1957, Vienna’s share was even higher: 33%). unde 
The size of the apartments, however, gives a different he: 
picture: the largest apartments were built in Vorarlbeig and we 
the Tyrol (Western Austria) with an average floor space of | ting 
84 and 80 square meters, respectively. (One square mete § and 
equals about 10 square feet. Ed.) The average floor space | “Fa 
of the new Vienna apartments measures only 56 to 59 squate 
meters. stu 
In Vienna, two thirds of all finished apartments wert } Fes 
communal projects, 20% were built by private sources and | ‘ila 
23% by joint building societies. In Vorarlberg, almost two | Was 
thirds were privately built and one third was put up by builé 
ing societies. There were hardly any community-sponsoted btion 
projects. the 
In the other Laender, about half of the new construction 
was erected by private sources, 30 to 35% by building so 
eties and 15 to 20% by the communities. 
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~ CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


KARAJAN DISCUSSES SCHEDULE FOR 
yEW SALZBURG FESTIVAL THEATER 
At a recent press conference, Herbert von Karajan, 
gtistic director of the Salzburg Festival, told of the plans 
now under way for the opening of the new Festival Theater 





regyl) in 1960. Karajan said that for months he has been working 
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vith his associates on a schedule of performances. He said 
that in all the projects that were weighed, special consider- 
sation had to be given to the basic fact that intensive re- 
yearsals for new stagings and revivals would permit only 
a limited number of premieres. According to tentative plans, 
ye said, Mozart’s ‘*Don Giovanni’’ will be the opening per- 
frmance in the new Festival Theater. The second opera 
mder consideration for the new stage is Strauss’ ‘‘Rosen- 
iavalier’”’ in the so-called Salzburg version by Alfred Rol- 
lr and Robert Kautsky. As far as drama was concerned, 
xarajan said, Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s ‘‘Das Salzburger 
gosse Welttheater’’ (Salzburg’s Great World Stage) will be 
ought out in a new version. It has been the desire of the 
dtizens of Salzburg that Hofmannsthal be given the honor 
of being played in the first season of the new house. 

Karajan said that, unfortunately, it would be impossible 
t offer a 1960 world premiere of a new opera, because of 
insufficient rehearsal time in the new house. However, 
current plans call for a ballet premiere of three shorter works. 
For this purpose, a number of prominent composers will be 
gven commissions to write them. One of them, Igor Stra- 
vinsky, unhappily declined because he had already under- 
taken a Similar commission for other principals. 

Also under consideration, Karajan related, is a Mozart 
gycle later in the season. It is to embrace atleast three 
operas. He added that at the least every fifth year the Mo- 
mart operas are to be brought out in new stagings and that 
among them might be a number of little-known operas in 
atirely new versions. 

According to the builders of the new Festival house, 
thearsals can definitely begin May 1, 1960. By that time, 
jhhey said, the theater should be practically completed. 

Karajan said that a number of other projects are now 
under study for use in the Salzburg Festival schedule. Among 
he performances he has been discussing with his associates 
ue stagings of a number of baroque’ works in popular set- 
tings, scenic oratorios such as ‘‘Jeanne d’Arc’’ (St. Joan) 
and certain Italian works. Sooner or later, he added, Goethe’s 
“Faust’’ will also be incorporated in the program. 

Karajan, who recently inspected the progress of con- 
Stuction of the new Festival house, suggested that the 
Festival district be limited to pedestrians and that vehi- 
cular traffic be excluded from the neighborhood of the theater. 


VASHINGTON AND SALZBURG MEET 
Salzburg’s America House recently opened an exhibi- 
tion of pictures from the Washington ‘‘Artists Circle.’’ At 


the same time, works by members of the Salzburg Group 
¥ete on exhibit. 


The U.S. sent 33 oil paintings by the best American 





artists of the Washington Circle while the Salzburg Group 
showed works by some of its most prominent members. 
ENGAGEMENTS AT VIENNA'S STATE OPERA 

FOR THE COMING SEASON 

The management of the Vienna State Opera has just 
published its personnel roster for the coming season. One- 
year contracts (with two-month vacations) were signed with 
Christa Ludwig, Hilde Roessel-Majdan, Emmy Loose, Mimi 
Cortese, Traute Richter, Kostas Pascalis, Claude Heater, 
Guiseppe Zampieri and Ludwig Welter. Six-month contracts 
were signed with Anneliese Rothenberger, Wilma Lipp, Sena 
Jurinac and Otto Wiener. Birgit Nilsson and Gre Brouwen- 
Stijn will be available for two and a half months, Regina 
Resnik for three months, and Lucile Amara for two months, 
Erika Koeth and Rita Streich signed agreements for 25 per- 
forman ces. 

Ira Malaniuk, Jean Madeira, Irmgard Seefried, Hilde 
Gueden and Theresa Stich-Randall were engaged for five 
months Lisa della Casa agreed to a three-month contract. 
Christi Goltz and Hilde Zadek have been engaged for 48 
performances, and Martha Moedl for 20. 

Among the conductors, Lovro von Matacic will be availi- 
able for five months, Karl Boehm for four, Rudolf Kempe. 
Alberto Erede and Francesco Molinari-Pradelli for two. 
Andre Cluytens has been offered a four-month contract, Heinz 
Wallberg will probably conduct several performances in the 
coming season. 

The regular State Opera tenors (Anton Dermota, Walde- 
mar Kmentt, Karl Terkal) will be joined by Jon Wickers and 
Eugene Tobin with three-month contracts, Wolfgang Wind- 
gassen with 32 performances, Hans Hoog with 10 and Ivo 
Zidek and the Bulgarian tenor Ustinov with an undetermined 
number of performances. 

Aldo Protti has signed for five months, Hermann Prey 
for three months. Gustav Neidlinger has been engaged for 
32 performances, Hans Hotter for 40, Hermann Uhde and Otto 
Edelmann for 24. Walter Berry and Eberhard Waechter were 
given one-year contracts. These other performers also signed: 
Paul Schoeffler for 48 performances, Gottlob Frick for six 
months, Arnold van Mill and Walter Kreppel for four months 
and Kurt Boehme for two and a half months. 

Among other bassoes, Oskar Czerwenka has been en- 
gaged for a year and Frederic Guthrie for 10 performances. 
However, Guthrie will return for a full year next fall. 

In addition, a number of prominent guests, including 
Renata Tebaldi, Antonietta di Stella, Guiseppe Simionato, 
Tito Gobbi and Guiseppe di Stefano, have been engaged to 
interpret important roles in Italian operas. 


TO HEAD HUNGARIAN REFUGEE-ORCHESTRA 

Kurt Rapf, musical director in Innsbruck, has been 
appointed director of the ‘‘Philharmonia Hungarica,’’ an 
emigrant orchestra organized by the Paris Congress for 
Cultural Freedom. Rapf will be in charge of the orchestra’s 
forthcoming tour through the United States and Canada. He 
will also accompany the orchestra on its move to the West 


German industrial city of Marl, where it will find a per- 
manent home. 
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AWARDS ANNOUNCED IN HAYDN-SCHUBERT CONTEST 

An international jury recently announced the prize 
winners in the International Haydn-Schubert Contest for 
Voice and Pianoforte. For the first time since 1938, the 
contest was again held in the Austrian capital under the 
auspices of the Vienna Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Arts. In voice, Japanese baritone Eishi Kawamura was 
awarded first prize, Austrian basso Kurt Ruzicka second 
prize, and Romanian baritone Dan Jordachescu third prize. 
An award for best style was given to U.S. soprano Lois 
Laverty. Honorable mention certificates were awarded to 
Ingeborg Dressel, Austria; Cornel Fanateanu, Romania: 
Brian Hansford, Australia; Bernhard Henninger and Roland 
Hermann, Federal Republic of Germany; Helmut Ibler, Austria; 
Martha Kessler, Romania; Jiri Koutny, Czechoslovakia; and 
Lynn Rasmussen, United States. 

In pianoforte, no first prize was awarded. Carmen Vila 
of Spain garnered second prize and Rosemary Wright re- 
ceived third prize as well as the special award for best 
style. The winners were heard in a special concert at 
which Austrian Education Minister Heinrich Drimmel pre- 
sented the awards. 

The main items chosen for performance in the contest 
were compositions by Franz Schubert and Joseph Haydn. 
Participants included 78 contestants from 20 countries. 
Among the singers were 33 women and 27 men; among the 


i, 


pianists 15 women and three men. The jury included t, 
following internationally-known personalities: 

For the voice contest: Kim Borg, Copenhagen; Re 
Fischer, Stuttgart; Ria Ginster, Zurich; Franziska Ma 
tienssen, Duesseldorf-Lucerne; Paul Schilhawsky, Salzbuy 
and Hans Duhan, Adolf Vogel and Frika Werba, all of Vienna 

For the piano contest: Josef Dichler, Friedrich Guld, 
Richard Hauser, Grete Hinterhofer and Bruno Seidlhofer, 4) 
of Vienna; Heinz Schols, Salzburg; Guido Agosti, Italy 
Robert Dasadesus, France; N.P. Emeljanova, Soviet Unioy 
and Johannes Schneider-Marsfels and Heinz Schroete, 
Federal Republic of Germany. 


THEATER EXCHANGE IN THE PROVINCES 

Austria’s five large provincial theaters (at Graz, Liy 
Salzburg, Innsbruck and Klagenfurt) have initiated a progr 
which will allow them to ‘‘rotate’’ their productions. 

The goal of the project is to insure higher artistic 
standards as well as a better exploitation of the theaters’ 
seating capacities. Along similar lines are the guest perf 
mances contracted with the Vienna Burgtheater managemem, 
The agreement provides a number of performances by th 
Burgtheater in the provinces; during the 1959-1960 season, 
the Burgtheater will offer a classical and a modern play iy 
each of the five provincial theaters. 

Under the exchange program, 10 plays will be presente 
during the coming season, two from each provincial theater. 
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